Adel El Siwi was born in 1952 in Beheira, Egypt. He studied medicine at Cairo University between 1970
and 1976 and in the same years he studied art at the Faculty of Fine Arts. In 1980 he moved to Milan,
Italy, where he lived and worked for a decade before moving back to Cairo, where he currently lives and
works.
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25 years of contemporary Arab art, Institut du Monde Arabe, Paris, France
Window on contemporary Egyptian art, London, UK
Venice Biennale, Venice, Italy
Invisible presence: Looking at the Body in Contemporary Egyptian Art
(curated by Stefania Angarano), Samaakhana, Cairo, Egypt
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National Gallery, Johannesburg, South Africa; Capetown, South Africa
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1993 Modern Art Museum, New Delhi, India
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Other Achievements

2006  Translation of Giuseppe Ungaretti’s Life of a man
2001  Translation and preface of Paul Klee’s Bauhaus Lectures
1997  Member of the Supreme Council of Culture, Egypt
Editor of the magazine of Visual Art Ain
1996  Creator of the Kom El Ghorab Community Art Project, Old Cairo
1995 Translation and preface of the Leonardo da Vinci’s A treatise on painting
1994  Art director of Ya Donia ya Gharami, directed by Magdi Ahmed Ali

Acquisitions

Several private collections and museums hold acquisitions of works by Adel El Siwi, such as: British
Museum, London, UK, The Guggenheim Abu Dhabi, UAE, Museum of Modern Egyptian Art, Cairo, Egypt,
Institut du monde Arabe, Paris, France; Sharjah Art Foundation, UAE, Greater Cairo Library, Egypt, Cairo

International Airport, Egypt; Kinda Foundation, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Kamel Lazaar Foundation, Tunis,
Mathaf, Doha, Qatar.



